Introduction
Cambial cells of sycamore excrete a laccase-type polyphenol oxidase (EC 1.10.3.1 ) (Bligny and Douce, 1983) . This type of enzyme, which utilizes molecular oxygen to oxidize phenolic substrates, is probably involved in lignin degradation processes (Mayer and Harel, 1979) . This polyphenol oxidase is excreted by many mycorrhizal fungi (for a review, see Mayer, 1987) and is present in some higher plant cells including the genus Rhus (Rhus vernicifera, see Reinhammar, 1970) , Aesculus (Wosilait et aG, 1954) and Prunus (Lehman et al., 1974 asparagine-link;ed oligosaccharides, which are a series of recurrent xylose-containing biantennary complexes that share at the core a common structural unit, i.e., XyIJ3 1 2(Mana 1 !6)Manf3 1 ! 4GlcNAcf3 1 ! 4(Fuca 1 --t 3)GIcNAc (Takahashi et aL,1986 
